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ABSTRACT

Reading daily current affairs will help in
gaining more knowledge and to know the news
happening around us. It will be more important
for candidates preparing for all the Government
exams. It helps the students to get current
information as well as to improve their thinking
and observation skill. The study is aimed to
understand the importance of current affairs
among under graduate students. Primary data
were collected through self madetool. Purposive
sampling method isused. This study reveal ed that
by continuous discussion based study of current
affairsamong students leads to positive impact in
their academic performance and career building.
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INTRODUCTION

Asweenter into anincreasingly competitive
gpproachto education, introducing studentsto current
affairshasnever been morevital. Perhapsdriven by
an ambitionto prepare studentsfor top universities,
schools are often forced to streamline a student’s
studies such that they become young expertsin the
disciplinesthey excel in. A student aiming to study
scienceat university, for example, isoften blinkered
from humanitiessubjectsand computing qudifications.
Conversdly, those hoping to study history or politics
areoftendirected away from science subjectstowards
ahumanitiesbased program of learning. Thisis, of
course, inmany waysessential to preparing children
for rigorousuniversity applications.
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However, this desire to ‘streamline’ can come at the expense of a well-rounded approach to education.
Whilst universities ostensibly desire dedicated students committed to their chosen field, they also require
those studentsto have asophisticated and broad attitude to learning. This meansthat students hoping to
achieve highly must be ableto make connections, both within their disciplineand between others. Engaging
with current effairsdeve opstheseskillsand hel ps studentsto expand their perspectivesbeyond thar curriculum.
By guiding studentstowardslong readsrather than snappy newsdigests, young people can engage with
current eventswithin athoughtful and in depth framework that fosterscritical and sophisticated thinking.

Current and Affairsare thetwo wordswhich give aninteresting nameto the subject of study. Current
meansrecent, day to day lifeand Affairsmeansevents, issuesand many others. In asingleterm, we can say
current affairsarethe day to day incidents and eventsaround us. The growing importance of Current Affairs
posesthequestion ontheutility of exerting energy on updating onesd f with news. Thes gnificanceof current
affairsisundoubtedly different for different peoplewhofal indifferent agebrackets, pursuedifferent objectives
and have different interests. However, it can be stated that all social beings are bound to be affected by
Current Affairsinmorewaysthan one. Hence, it isadvisablethat people sit up and take note of thisrapidly
growing areaof study.

Current affairsgenerdly contain news, information, avarenessand variousother thingsthat arehappening
intheworld. Current affairsarerelated to every day inthelife. Current affairs cover topicslike nationd,
international , Sports, bus ness, educeti on, gppoi ntments, agreements, obituary, scienceand technol ogy, defense,
politics, crime, and ethics so on and forth. It may be about rising onion prices, theft in somebody’s shop, or a
terrorist attack. You may grasp thenewsfrom thete evision news hours, newspapers, Internet, newsmagazines,
busi nessmagazines, radio, talk shows, and word of mouth from anywhere.

Some important features of Current Affairs

It’s a Part of the Syllabus: Current Affairs isconsidered as avery important subject. For some
students, thismight beadifficult onewithout any limit of syllabus. However, those studentswho loveto read
newsand podcastswouldfind it quiteinteresting. So, dl inall, Current Affairsisthe part of and altogether it
can’t be ignored.

Helpful in Interview also: Current Affairsishelpful intheinterview round aswell. After clearingthe
initia phasesof exam, students appear for theinterview. Theinterview pand mostly asksquestionsrelated to
current affairsand genera knowledge. So, grabbing theinformation will proveuseful intheinterview round as
well.

K eep you updated with the Government policies: Studying current affairsisal soimportant for
keeping the students updated with Government initiatives. To know theinvolvement of Indian bureaucracy
and Government with therest of theworld isonly possible through keeping an eye on it and being updated
about therecent devel opments. The new policies of the Government, its major action on theinternational
front, discuss on upon strengthening the economy, etc ared| important for thisexam.

Very important todojusticewith your Designation: Current Affairsisalso very crucid for anyone
to do justice with their job and position they are in. After being on the position of an administration, it’s very
essentia for anyoneto know what ishappening in theworld and the country.

For learning from Global events: Reading current affairsisvery important for such adignified
position because an administrator hasto learn from the mistakes of others. Current happeningsaround the
world teach usmany thingsthat help usto learn new thingsand get to know new inventionsin theworl d.

Helpsin takingtheRight Decision: After being an administrator, the most important thing one has
todoistakingtheright decisioninfavor of the city and country. Administrator shouldersare burdened with
multi plerespons bilitieswhich might bethe question of life or death for someone. So, onewrong decision may
spoil everything. Knowing about the global current happenings, an officer can taketheright decision. The
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position of anadministrator isvery crucial. To do justicewith hisrolesand responsbilities, knowing about the
happenings of theworldisvery important. For making theright and informed decision, he must keep himself
updated withthe current affairs.

It’s Easy: Yeah, it’seasy! Many of us might not agree with this but studying current affairs for exam
preparation isvery easy as compared to the other subjects. The reason issimple, al you needto dois
watching the news, reading newspapers, listening to podcastsand al. Thereisno need to stick with thebooks
for hoursasyou do for the preparation of other subjects. So technicaly, studying current affairsiseasier than
other subjects.

Significance of Current Affairs

Influenceour Image: Whileweareinteracting or communicating with friendsand teachersrelated to
general topics it’s very important that we must know about the happenings of the surroundings. If we don’t
know then wewill not ableto comment of say our opinion regarding the matters. When we know the matter
we can participatein the discussion and also say our opinion and dl. When we share our ideasand opinion
naturally peoplewill show positiveimpact and they will count usintheir discussions. Now wewill get all
information’s and news by using technological devices and Smartphone’s if we feel any doubt we can search
in our phone and clear our doubts so it’s very important to stay alert and to be up to date regarding news and
other matters.

M akesinteraction effective: It’s very hard to continue the communication with colleague’s friends
and with teachers. Generally, acommunication startswith current affairs and general knowledgewhen they
share the same opinion or sharing opposite opi nionsthe conversation starts. So to put our point and opinion
it’s very important to know about the particular matter. Without knowing the matter we can’t pass our opinion.
If weshow interest intheparticular matter itisnatural that the conversationwill bemoreinterestingand it will
helpto buildagoodimageand will help toimprove our communicativeskills. In professond interview if we
are asked about current affairs we have to answer it if one don’t answer it we will not be able to communicate
properly and pandlist will ignore such candidate. To maintainanintellectud talk in publicweneedto beadert
about every matters and teacher likes such studentswho havewideknowledge about everything. It will help
you toimprove your academic performancetoo.

Toface Competitiveexam: After academic life, every student likesand haveto face competitive
exams. Inwhich general questionsand current affairs are asked frequently. If astudent isthoroughin his
subject but doesn’t have much knowledge about current affairs then he will not be able to attain a good mark
in competitive exams. It’s the responsibility of a good citizen to be aware of happening around him. If he is not
showing hisinterest in suchimportant mattersthen hewill beconsidered afailure. Now in every competitive
exam, current affairsare asked so students must be up to date with newsto face competitive exams. Current
affairsinclude every matter fromlocal matterstointernational matters. Sports, cultural, educationa science,
biological, technological, territorial and up toterrorist attacks so studentsmust awareof everything. Soevery
matter isimportant asfar asastudent isconcerned. Inexamlike Civil Service Exam above 60% questionsare
related to current affairs to check whether the individual knows anything about his or her country’s every
individual must know about hisor her nation.

Improvethinking skills: Current affairsand news analysis help to enhance thethinking skill of the
student. When weknow basicinformation about the particular matter wewill try to collect more pieces of
information and knowledge regarding the matter. It will help usto think critically and encouragesthe students
thinking skills. 1t brings new thoughts and freshness to one’s life. It will increase the erg to live and to be
unique. Asastudent in academic life students getsthe opportunity to visit new placeswhen weknow some
basi cinformation about particular place naturaly it will increasethe curiosity of thestudentsand they get the
opportunity to share knowledgewith other studentsand teacherswhichwill help to develop the good image
infront of others. Automaticaly it will encourage the student to learn new thingsmore.
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Improve parent’s child relation: Inthefuture, studentsalso haveto be parentsand haveto guide
their child. When hisor her child askssmplequestionsregarding their subject asaparent you must beableto
answer their questions. If wearenot ableto answer historical or generd questionsthen childrenwill not give
importanceto your wordsin thefuture. But if we areknowledgeablewe can answer their questionswithout
any tensionand thiswill enhanceour imagein front of our child. So being knowledgeableisvery important to
maintain agood imagethroughout our life.

Excdlingin Academics: To beginwith, our childwill beexpected to have matured enoughintel lectualy
and emotionally to beginto grasp thebig picture, and their classeswill increasingly reflect these expectations
through readings and assessmentsthat arelinked to major political, economic or social issues. An essay
guestion may requireour child to discussat length the prosand consof digitalisation, or propose solutionsfor
cyber-bullying, for example. Meanwhile, an English comprehensi on passage may be about theincreasing
popularity of e-commerce, and an oral topic may |ead to theexaminer asking your child for their viewpoints
onaparticular globd issue, such aspollution, and substantiating their opinions.

Developing Critical Thinking Skills: Learning about current affairsalso helpsour child devel op
their critical thinking and resilience. Today’s world is more interconnected than ever before, and will likely be
even moresointhefuture. Thismeansthat, asour child grows ol der, they will find that understanding the
world’s ‘whats’, *hows’and ‘whys’ becomes increasingly important in whatever they do. Why did this happen?
What doesthismean for my future? How can | best react or preparefor that future? Thesearethe questions
that agood grasp of current affairswill help them answer, and the ability to examine globa issuescriticaly and
put themin context will only becomemoreva uableover time.

Future-ProofingtheChild: Inafew yearstime, our child will haveto makeimportant choices about
hisor her tertiary education whichwill shgpetheir professiond careersin thedecadesto come, and understanding
what ishappening in thelarger world around them will inform their decisions. For example, the ongoing
tensions between the United States and Chinahave mgjor repercussionson asmall country like Singapore
andthelivelihood of itscitizens. Being ableto understand these repercuss onshel ps peopl eidentify opportunities
and better plan for thefuture.

Sources of Current Affairs
The study sourcesfor current affairs can bedivided into two categories- primary & secondary:
Primary Sources
1. Nationa newspaper such as TheHindu or Indian Express.
2. Government Monthly Magazineslike Yojanaand Kurukshetra.
3. Various Academy’s Comprehensive Monthly Current Affairs Magazine.
Secondary Sour ces
https.//pib.gov.in/indexd.aspx
http://newsonair.com/
https.//mww.indiabudget.gov.iry
RajyaSabhaTV Debates
IndiaYear Book by publication division, Government of India(Yearly)
https./mww.prsindiaorg/
. https/vikaspediain/InDG
Objectives of the Sudy

A problem should be studied with some objectives. A researcher should know the objectivesof his
researcher. Hence, the obj ectives of the study can bemoreexplicitly presented as:

No g~ wbdRE
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»  Tocomparetherelevanceof current affairsamong (pre-test and post-test) college students.

»  Tocomparetherelevance of current affairsamong (pre-test and post-test) male and femalecollege
students.

Description of tool

A tool isvery necessary for the effective measurement of any data. In thisstudy Self-madetool is
developed. The Self-Made tool has two parts: Pre-test tool and Post-test tool. Each tool consists of 8
dimensions. TheEight dimensonsare:

» Higory
Geography
Polity & Congtitution
Environment
Art & Culture
Sports
» Science
Books & Authors

Each dimension consistsof 5 questions of onemark each. Total 40 questionsarethere. Scoringwill be
onemark for one correct answer and zero for wrong answer. Timeallotted is 30 minutesfor each test.

YV V VY

Formulation of Hypothesis
Hypothesisisatentative statement about the sol ution of the problem. Takinginto consideration the
objectivesof thestudy theinvestigator hasformulated thefollowing hypothesis:
H,: Therewill besignificancedifferenceinrelevanceof current affairsamong (pre-test and post-test) of
collegestudents.

H,:  Therewill besignificancedifferencein relevanceof current affairsamong (pre-test and post-test) male
& femaecoallegestudents.

Analysisand I nterpretation

Thispart deal swith thefinding of the statistical processof data, their interpretation and discussion on
relevanceof current affairsin college curriculum. Thereistwo hypothesis, the data collected fromacollege of
durg district weretabul ated according to different dimensions of current affairsand graphical ly anayzed.

Hypothesis

H,: Therewill besignificancedifferenceinrelevanceof current affairsamong (pre-test and post-test) of
collegestudents.

To test the above hypothesis, datawas coll ected and tabulated. The percentage of marks scoredin
different dimens ons by studentswas graphically represented and tabul ated bel ow.

DIMENSION (%)
HISTORY GEOGRAPHY | POLITY & CONSTITUTION ENVIRONMENT
PRE | POST | PRE | POST PRE POST PRE POST
MALE 26 52 24 52 44 72 30 66
FEMALE | 32 56 18 50 28 62 24 60
TOTAL 29 54 31 51 36 67 27 63
ART & CULTURE SPORTS SCIENCE BOOKS & AUTHOR
PRE | POST | PRE | POST PRE POST PRE POST
MALE 30 66 30 66 40 66 R 62
FEMALE 30 64 18 48 24 60 14 44
TOTAL 30 65 24 57 32 63 23 53
(Source: Primary Data)
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Graph No. 1: Thebeforetreatment and after trestment score % of relevance of current affairsof B.Ed
collegesstudents
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Theabovegrgph showsthecomparisononpictorid view. Thehorizonta axis (x-axis) showsthedifferent
dimensionsof current affairstaken and verticd axis(y-axis) showsthe % of marks scored by studentsin pre-
test and post-test. The graph showsthat in pre-test students scored bel ow averagein most of thedimensions
whilein post-test they performed well in all the dimensions. Hence, the hypothesisH, isaccepted.

H,,: Therewill besignificancedifferenceinrelevanceof current affairsamong (pre-test and post-test) male
collegestudents.

Thebd ow graph showsthe comparison on pictoria view. Thehorizonta axis(x-axis) showsthedifferent
dimensionsof current affairstaken and vertical axis(y-axis) showsthe % of marksscored by malestudentsin
pre-test and post-test. The graph showsthat in pre-test mal e students scored bel ow averagein most of the
dimensionswhilein post-test they performed well inal thedimensions. Hence, thehypothesisH, , isaccepted.

Graph No. 2: Thebeforetreatment and after treatment score % of relevance of current affairsof Mae
B.Ed colleges students
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H,,: Therewill besignificancedifferencein relevanceof current affairs among (pre-test and post-test)
femdecollegestudents.

Graph No. 3: Thebeforetreatment and after treatment score % of relevance of current affairsof Female
B.Ed colleges students
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Theabovegraph showsthe comparisonon pictoria view. Thehorizonta axis (x-axis) showsthedifferent
dimensionsof current affairstaken and vertica axis(y-axis) showsthe% of marksscored by femae students
inpre-test and post-test. The graph showsthat in pre-test femal e students scored bel ow averagein most of
thedimensionswhilein post-test they performed well in all the dimensions. Hence, the hypothesisH, , is
accepted.
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Delimitation of the study
After thehypothesis has been formulated the investigationisto ook into the limitation of the study.
Delimitation does meanto confinethe study in certain limits ,keeping in view of timefactor and available
resources. Inthe present study, itisdelimited inthe sensethat:
1. Thestudyislimitedtototal 20 sampleto conduct experimentd study.
2. Thestudyislimitedto collegestudentsonly.
3. Forthecurrent study total sample chosen were 20 whichisbased onlow score of Pre-test to conduct

an experiment.
4. Thestudyislimitedto MansaCollegeof durgdistrict.
CONCLUSION

Reading daily current affairswill help you in gaining more knowledge and you can know the news
happening around you. It will bemoreimportant for candidates preparing for all the Government exams
because now all the Government based competitive exams have asection on current affairs.

In thisstudy, by conducting pre-test and post-test among B.Ed college studentswe concluded that
after giving onemonth treatment dl the students gained their knowledgein dl different dimensionsof current
affairs, which showsthat continuous discussion of current affairs makes studentsawareof our environment
verywell.

Discussions can bein variousways, like through seminars, poster making, debates, quiz sessions,
speech etc. It isnot necessary to always conduct aclassand make studentsto listen and makethemto cram
thethings, discussion isnecessary among studentsin any forms. And a so discussion makesthings easy to
remember becauseit includes connection with real thingsin surroundings, students can easily get connected.
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